Petersfield C.E. Primary School

Hurdleditch Road, Orwell, Nr. Royston, Herts, SGE8 50QG. Telephone: 01223 207382

Dear Parents/Carers,
Please find below some ideas for supporting your child to learn their spellings.

1. If your child is in years 3 -6, use their Spelling Shed login to play games and practise
spellings.

2. Encourage your child to sound talk the word using their phonics and notice any parts of
the word that are tricky and cannot be sounded out. Highlight these so they become the
focus for the learning.

3. Invest in a set of plastic magnetic letters that are available at many discount, toy, and
variety stores. Let your child spell the word by successively placing the magnetic letters on
the magnetic board. You can show them the word, then remove it. Have your child name
each letter as they locate it and place it on the board. This is good for developing the
correct order for letters within the words.

4. Word lists. These can be made using paper available in the house. Print or write the
words being studied. Post one copy of the list on the refrigerator, another on the door to
your child’s room, and another in the bathroom. Maybe another can go over the TV set. Use
a different colour crayon for each word-or use a different colour for parts of each word
regularly confusing your child. For example, if they continue to write “some” as “sum,” use
black for the “s” and “m” but red for the “0” and “e”.

5. Put movement into learning words. Have your child clap for each letter or take a step for
each letter as they spell the word orally. This will help “lock in” the correct sequence of
letters, as well as develop full recall for the word.

6. Let your child play teacher. Let them teach you the words he/she is learning to spell.
Spell them orally. Let your child correct you. Then have your child dictate to you and you
write them. Have them score your paper. Make a game of it.

7. Rhyming words is another game that can build spelling skills. “Can you think of a word
that rhymes with fill?” As your child says hill, Bill, till, and so on, write them down. They'll
soon notice that they have identical endings.

8. Look-Cover-Write-Check. This is a game to develop visual memory. Write one word on a
piece of paper. Leave space underneath it. Tell your child to look at it as long as they want,
that is, until they can remember the letters, then have them fold the paper so that they
cannot see the word. They then try to write the word from memory. Let them check it, and
if they have misspelled, try again.
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9. Find the wrong word. Write a short sentence for your child. Tell them that there is one
word spelled incorrectly. Ask if he/she can find it. To begin, make it a rather obviously
misspelled word. Leave a letter out, or add an extra letter to a word. Ask them to first read
the sentence, then to circle the misspelled word. Then make sure you erase it and write it

correctly.

10. Provide a dictionary and use it together. Remember that dictionaries are more useful if

your child has a knowledge of the alphabet and knows how they work.

11. Play ‘Spot the Word’ whilst reading together. This is good if your child is learning to read
and spell simple key words e.g. ‘said’. Take a page from their reading book or a book you

are reading to them, and see how many times they can spot this word.
Make it as fun and engaging as possible with lots of praise.

If you have any questions please do speak to your child’s teacher or me.
Kind regards,

Katy Parkinson

Phonics and Early Reading Lead
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God teaches us we are all equal, valued and unique
‘We are a small rural school with deeply held Christian values which motivate and inspire us to provide a rich and diverse education
“I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” John 10:10
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